
Service Projects 
and Catholic Social 

Teaching



All-School Project:  Penny Wars for St. Dominic’s Outreach
     Every three years, Our Lady of Victory School has a 
competition where they donate pennies in their own bin 
and put silver coins into other classes’ bins to St. 
Dominic’s Outreach.  St. Dominic Outreach Center is 
committed to serving the homeless, disabled, and working 
poor of our community who are in need.  We were able to 
donate over $3,800 last year.  This project relates to the 
Catholic Social Teaching theme of Life and Dignity of the 
Human Person because we helped people who need help 
but are too embarrassed to ask for it.  It also relates to the 
theme of Option for the Poor and Vulnerable because we 
helped out the poor in our community. 



All-School Project:
Northville Civic Concern 
basketball game

Our Lady of Victory School came up with a clever 
way of helping people in need by having a teachers 
versus students basketball game.  We raised over 
$3,500 from ticket sales and donated the money to 
Civic Concern. Northville Civic Concern provides 
temporary food assistance to Northville residents in 
need.  This relates to the Catholic Social Teaching 
theme of Option for the Poor and Vulnerable because 
we are donating money to a charitable cause that puts 
the needs of homeless and less fortunate people first. 



All-School Project:  Thanksgiving and Spring 
Food Drives & Adopt-a-Family

     The money raised from the Students vs. Teachers 
basketball game goes directly to our local charity, Northville 
Civic Concern.  This center is where those who are 
struggling to make ends meet can come and collect food 
and other necessities for themselves and their families.  The 
OLV students donate towards the purchase of Thanksgiving 
turkeys for those in need.  They also use donated funds to 
“adopt” a family for Christmas.  Through the Adopt-A-Family 
project, the students shop and wrap Christmas presents for 
a single family in need.  OLV also holds a spring food drive 
to replenish Civic Concern’s pantry. These projects relate to 
the Catholic Social Teaching of Option for the Poor and 
Vulnerable because all of these services allow for those 
who need help in our communities to have access to food, 
clothes, and other necessities. 



Kindergarten Project:  Lennon Pregnancy Center

     The kindergarten students at OLV threw a 
baby shower for all of the women at the 
Lennon Pregnancy Center.  The Lennon 
Pregnancy Center mission is to make sure 
that children are raised in loving families, and 
that there is no longer a need for abortions.  
They offer counseling, material assistance, 
and education for expecting and new mothers.  
This project supports the Catholic Social 
Teaching themes of Life and Dignity of the 
Human Dignity and Option for the Poor and 
Vulnerable because they support pro-life 
causes, which treats unborn children’s dignity 
with the respect of a  person, and they help 
mothers who do not have enough money to 
support their kids.



Kindergarten Project:
Another Day Resource Center

     The kindergarten students made bags with 
hygiene products in them, and they put handwritten 
notes and drawings in the packages.  The packages 
were dropped off at the Another Day Resource 
Center.  Another Day Resource Center is a 
non-profit organization that provides items for those 
in need, including education.  The project goes with 
the corporal works of mercy of sheltering the 
homeless because the students made care 
packages for those in need.  The Catholic Social 
Teaching theme that goes with this project is Option 
for the Poor and Vulnerable because the 
kindergartners helped provide necessities for those 
in need.



Kindergarten Project:  Placemats for OLV 
Seniors
     During this service project, the kindergarten students 
created handmade placemats for the seniors who 
attended the monthly senior luncheon at OLV Parish.  
This project was associated with the Catholic Social 
Teaching theme of Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation because the kindergartners made 
placemats for members of their community to enjoy.  This 

probably made a lot of people happy at our Parish. 



Kindergarten Project:  Bird Feeders
     The kindergarten students also worked on a project of creating 
bird feeders.  They made the feeders than brought them home for 
the birds in their own backyard. The service project relates to the 
Catholic Social Teaching theme of Care for God’s Creation.  The 
bird feeders are helping the local birds survive, which is caring for 

the animals that God has created. 



Kindergarten Project:  Cereal Bags
     The kindergarten students prepared cereal bags for 
the homeless.  The cereal bags were donated to St. 
Dominic’s Outreach.  St. Dominic Outreach Center is 
committed to serving the homeless, disabled, and 
working poor of our community who are in need.  The 
Catholic Social Teaching theme that goes with this 
project is Option for the Poor and Vulnerable because 
the kindergarteners made packages with food for those 
who would otherwise go without a meal. 



First Grade Project:  HUGS
     In this project, the first grade students partnered with HUGS and stuffed socks with hygiene items for 
homeless people living in the Detroit area.  HUGS is an organization at a church that helps the poor in the 
Detroit area.  The church believes in helping the less fortunate, praying, and spreading the Good News.  
The Catholic Social Teaching Theme that this relates to is Options for the Poor and Vulnerable because 
the first graders helped the poor.



First Grade Project:  Detroit Care and Animal Control

     The first grade students made enrichment boxes full of fun 
things for the animals to enjoy.  For example, they put toys, 
treats, and bones in the bag for the dogs in the shelter who got 
to play with them.  This charity’s goal is to teach volunteers to 
handle the animals in the best and most humane way possible. 
This organization relates back to the Catholic Social Teaching 
theme of Care for God’s Creation.  This relates back to it 
because the volunteers and the workers try to teach people how 
to treat animals with care.  The animals are God’s creation, and 
we need to protect them and the rest of God’s creation.

www.detroitmi.gov/dacc



First Grade Project:  U of M Hospital

     The first grade students made activity kits for the kids in the 
hospital.  U of M Hospital is a safe place that cares for everyone. The 
kits would make the kids in the hospital happy and have something to 
do when they are in bed.  The Catholic Social Teaching that goes 
along with this service project is Life and Dignity of the Human 
Person.  It goes along with this service project because people are 
respecting others’ lives by showing that we are caring for others at all 

stages of life--even sick kids who still want to play and feel important. 



Second Grade Project:  PB&J Outreach at the 
Pope Francis Warming Center
     The Pope Francis Warming Center is an organization 
located in downtown Detroit that provide vital services to 
the poor and homeless.  The service project that the 
second and eighth grade students did was to help make 
sandwiches for people who do not have food.  This 
relates to the corporal work of mercy of feeding the 
hungry.  This can relate to the Catholic Social Teaching 
Theme of Option of the Poor and Vulnerable because it 
provides the homeless a meal in a warm place. 

www.popefranciscenter.org/wp

https://popefranciscenter.org/wp/


     This service project included making centerpieces for the Veterans’ Day Mass and for seniors of the 
OLV community.  A Theme of Catholic Social Teaching that relates to this service project was Call to 
Community, Family, and Participation because it helps the community grow closer in sharing what we 
have.  By making centerpieces for other people helps to show them that we care about them as a part of 
our community.

 Third Grade Project:  Centerpieces for OLV



Third Grade Project:  Food Gatherers 
     Food Gatherers in Ann Arbor is where kids gathered food and gave food to people in 
need.  The organization itself tries to fight against hunger.  The kids participated in the 
service project by harvesting food and providing it to people.  This can relate to the Catholic 
Social Teaching theme of Rights and Responsibilities because the kids had the responsibility 
to give food to those who need it. 

www.foodgatherers.org

https://www.foodgatherers.org/


Third Grade Project: Salvation Army
     This service project group worked with the  Salvation Army of Farmington Hills, which helps with 
food pantry needs and rent assistance.  This shows Life and Dignity of the Human Person and Call 
to Family, Community, and Participation because it is about helping giving people who deserve 
standard levels of living and helping grow the community closer together.

www.salvationarmy.org/farmingtonhills

https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/farmingtonhills/


Fourth Grade Project:  Arts and Scraps
     Arts & Scraps recycles 28 tons of materials each year, serving 275,000 children by assisting 3,300 
community organizations and classrooms.  They sell products online to carry out their mission and also 
seek partnerships with both nonprofit and for-profit businesses to serve larger audiences.  They provides 
12 educational programs for groups and individuals, ranging from infants to senior citizens. They also 
provide learning services for 115 individuals with disabilities. 

    This relates to Care for God’s Creation because they recycle and reuse materials to save the 
environment.  They help by not wasting paper, and reusing things to save the environment. 

www.artsandscraps.org

https://www.artsandscraps.org/


Fourth Grade Project: Northville Civic Concern
     The fourth grade students went to Northville Civic Concern to 
sort food in their pantry.  It is an all-volunteer organization 
founded in 1983 that helps the needy in our community. Northville 
Civic Concern provides temporary food assistance to Northville 
residents in need.  Their goal is to build pride and self-confidence 
that results in better decision making and improved quality of life.  
One Catholic Social Teaching theme that relates to this is Option 
for the Poor and Vulnerable.  This is because Northville Civic 
Concern volunteers as a community to help those in need.

   www.northvillevolunteer.wixsite.com/civicconcern

https://northvillevolunteer.wixsite.com/civicconcern


Fourth Grade Project: OLV Beautification
     Students worked outside of the OLV church and school to help make it look better than it already does. 
They worked hard to make the landscape sparkle by pulling weeds, trimming back dead flowers, and 
helping to organize the rocks near the Mother Mary statue.  This connects to Care for God’s Creation 
because they are taking care of the environment which God made.



Fifth Grade Project: 
Visiting the Sisters of Mercy 
     West Midwest Community brings together six diverse mercy 
communities. It was founded in 1869 when six sisters arrived and taught at 
Saint John’s Parish. The kids created biographies of the sisters and shared 
them with their community. This service project relates to the Catholic Social 
Teaching theme of Call to Community and Participation because they took 
time out of their days to go and visit these sisters and spend time with them.

www.sistersofmercy.org/west-midwest/history/detroit



Fifth Grade Project: Judson Center

     The 5th grade students hung out with kids from the Judson 
Center.  The Judson Center provides therapeutic, behavioral, and 
support services that improve life for people with autism or 
disabilities, as well as their families.  The  children at Judson Center 
played games like basketball or board games in the classrooms at 
OLV. This involved the Catholic Social Teaching Theme of Call to 
Family, Community and Participation.  They help support the 
autistic community around them, and they help families come 

together with their differently-abled children.  

www.judsoncenter.org



Fifth Grade Project: 
Northville Library & Community Center

     The fifth grade students performed both indoor and 
outdoor cleaning at the Northville Library.  They helped inside 
by cleaning puzzles and books.  They helped outside by 
doing some yard work.  This relates to the Catholic Social 
Teaching theme of Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation because we have a responsibility to help out our 
community, and in this case, it happens to be our library and 
community center. Both of these places benefit all who use 
them in our community.

www.northvillelibrary.org

www.northvilleparksandrec.org

https://northvillelibrary.org/
http://www.northvilleparksandrec.org/


Fifth Grade Project:
Fish Hatchery Park

 
     Fish Hatchery Park is a public park.  At 
this park, we did yard work.  We used 
rakes, clippers, bags, and gardening 
gloves. This supports the Catholic Social 
Teaching theme of Call to Community, and 
Participation because you are helping out 
the community by cleaning up the park.  It 
also relates to Care for God’s Creation 
because we are cleaning up the park and 
taking care of the earth. 



Fifth Grade Project:  Detroit PAL
For this project, fifth grade students worked together to gather both 
used and new sports items and then packaged for Detroit PAL.  

Detroit PAL is an organization that serves more than 14,000 youth 
groups each year in the city of Detroit with the help of donations.

This supports the Catholic Social Teaching theme of Call to 
Community and Participation because it is helping the kids in the 
community who are not as fortunate.

www.detroitpal.org



Fifth Grade Project:  Angel Tags

     During this service project, fifth grade students made 
angel shaped tags that were hung on OLV’s ‘giving trees’ 
during Advent.  This was related to Call to Community and 
Participation because the tags are used to suggest gifts that 
parishioners can purchase for children and families who 

would otherwise not receive them at Christmas time. 



Fifth Grade Project: Assembling Candy Bags 
     The fifth grade students worked together to 
assemble candy bags for OLV’s Christian Service 
Ministry who gave them to OLV senior citizens for 
Halloween.  The Catholic Social Teaching theme 
demonstrated in this activity was Call to Family, 
Community, and Participation. This was 
demonstrated because they went out into the 
community, and helped the seniors in a small, but 
most likely meaningful way...letting them know we 
were thinking of them. 



Fifth Grade Project:  Allen Terrace Yard Cleanup

     Allen Terrace is a home for senior citizens.  They 
“offer a beautiful apartment community for active, 
independent senior citizens, 55 years or older.”  The 
fifth grade students went to Allen Terrace and helped 
the facility by doing some yard work such as raking 
leaves and minor gardening.

This service project relates to the Catholic Social 
Teaching, “Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation.” These relates because everyone has 
a call to help their community, and the fifth graders 
did this by helping out at Allen Terrace.



Middle School Project: 
Wayne County Foster Closet

The focus of this service project was to help organize the 
items at the foster closet.  The foster closet gives clothes to 
parents at no charge, who are going to adopt a child.  This 
relates to the Catholic Social Teaching of Option for the Poor 
and Vulnerable.  The parents may not necessarily be poor, 
but they are vulnerable in the fact that when you are taking in 
a child unexpectedly, you must have clothes, and they can be 
very expensive when buying many clothes all at once.  It also 
helps comfort those kids who are entering a new foster home 
situation.

www.fosterclosetofmichigan.org/wayne-county-western



Middle School Project:  
Community Opportunity Center

     The mission of the Community 
Opportunity Center is to provide quality 
housing and comprehensive support for 
people with developmental disabilities and 
to provide assistance and advocacy that 
helps them become independent and 
involved citizens within their communities. 
This relates to the Option for the Poor and 
Vulnerable and helps those less fortunate 
than us.

www.cocliving.com



Middle School Project:  Coalition of Temporary 
Shelter (COTS)
     COTS is one of the largest providers of hous 
ing to home less fam i lies in the Detroit area.  
They shel ter  more than 100 home less chil dren 
every day.  COTS pro vides emer gen cy shel ter 
for fam i lies, sup port ive ser vices, mobil i ty coach 
ing, child care, long-term hous ing and safe tran 
si tion al hous ing for fam i lies.  During this service 
project, they learned about COTS and what they 
do.  This is related to call to family and 
communication because they are helping 
families within the community.

www.cotsdetroit.org

http://www.cotsdetroit.org/


Middle School Project:  Local Beautification

     Many middle school students participated in 
their community by working in yards within 
walking distance of Our Lady of Victory school. 
They assisted homeowners who needed a 
hand by raking leaves, pulling weeds, and 
picking up around the yard. They made yards 
look nice for the coming winter.  This is related 
to Catholic Social teaching for Caring for God’s 
Creation because they went out into their 
community to take care of God’s creations and 
helped others. 



Middle School Project:  Mill Race
     “History is preserved at Mill Race Historical Village, a 
gem of the Northville community.  Created in 1972 by the 
Northville Historical Society, Mill Race Village serves as a 
focal point for the Northville community.” OLV students 
went to Mill Race and cleaned the buildings and the 
lawn.  They helped to restore the village to its beauty.  
The theme of Catholic Social Teaching related to this 
project is Care for God's Creation because they picked 
up litter and helped take care of the buildings. 

www.millracenorthville.org



Middle School Project:  Band at Beacon Square
     The 7th and 8th grade band went to Beacon Square to 
perform for the residents at the facility.  Beacon Square is 
a senior assisted living center in Northville.  We played a 
number of musical selections, including the National 
Anthem, “America the Beautiful”, and a few select military 
marches.  After, we spoke with the residents.  The theme 
of Catholic Social Teaching related to this project is Call to 
Family, Community, and Participation because this was an 
opportunity to be active members of the community 
through musical talent.

 



Middle School Project: American Legion Post 147
     The American Legion is a senior living center for Veterans 
from all branches of the military.  We took time from our school 
day to clean windows, rake leaves, clean floors and kitchen 
cupboards, and other  general tidying up.  This connects to 
Catholic Social Teaching theme of Call to Family, Community, 
and Participation because we are going out into the community to 
help others.  

www.americanlegionpost147michigan.org



Middle School Project: PB&J Outreach for OLGC
     In October, a group of 11 eighth grade 
students worked with Our Lady of Good 
Counsel’s PBJ Outreach to bake cookies. PBJ 
Outreach is a nonprofit organization that works 
to help the poor and homeless in Detroit.  The 
organization helps willing volunteers to do 
community service and raise awareness.  This 
service project related to the theme of Option 
for the Poor and Vulnerable because it 
encourages services and good works to help 
those who are hungry and/or less fortunate. 

www.pbjoutreach.org 



Middle School Project: Angel Pillow Project

     The Angel Pillow Project was created to encourage 
healing, offer support and provide comfort to breast 
cancer patients.  They created heart-shaped pillows in 
different patterns that were given to people who have 
been affected by breast cancer.  It relates to the 
Catholic Social Teaching theme of Call to Family, 
Community, and Participation because we are helping 
out our community and giving a gift to show that we are 
thinking and praying for those who are sick.

www.angelpillow.org 


